February 21, 2010

A Place of New Beginnings

Today’s Worship

Song # 779 —
I Love You, Lord
Song # 67 — For the
Beauty of the Earth

Scripture Reading &
Prayer

Song # 457 — How Firm
a Foundation

Song # 431 — Break Thou
the Bread of Life

Sermon
Song # 669 — Take My
Life and Let it Be
Song # 601 —
My God and I
Song # 453 —

Love Lifted Me
(Verses 1 & 2)

Song # 454 —
Rock of Ages
Communion
Song # 96 —
I Stand In Awe
Prayer & Family Matters

“I have Become all things to all men”

Have you ever wondered why Jesus used parables so often? Parables
were certainly a part of the teaching method of the religious teachers of
Jesus’ day. So, obviously they were used because they were popular.
However, more important, they were used because they motivated people
to make personal decisions. Never is this fact more evident than in the
parable of the soils (Matthew 13). In this parable Jesus explains that
finding the lost involves finding the good soil for the word of God that is
being broadcast. Thus, he tries to motivate his disciples to find or prepare
that good soil; in every person’s heart. He states further that the good soil
represents individuals “who hear the word and understand it” (Matthew
13:23).

Here then is our challenge: to make sure that the people in our
community who are outside a relationship with the Lord “understand the
Word.” In order to accomplish this, we must take to heart the words of the
Apostle Paul: “I have become all things to all men so that by all possible
means I might save some” (1 Corinthians 9:22). Paul was willing to
accommodate himself to whatever social setting he found himself in, so as
to win persons to Christ. His ministry was to save people, even at the cost
of giving up some of his concepts and ideas to meet the people where they
were.

This remark by Paul has, unfortunately, been used by some to support
the idea of accommodating the message to the language and perspective of
the recipients, leading to a “watering down” of the Gospel. As we know of
Paul, he was intransigent on matter that affect the Gospel itself, whether
theological or behavioral (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 5:1-5).

(continued on following page)

Last Week’s
Facts & Figures

Sunday Worship................. 58
Sunday Night..................... 56
Wednesday Night............. 101

Contribution................ $2,337

Weekly Budget Needs...$2,100

Echo Hills Ministry:
Echo Hills Minister: Tom Seals

REACH Ministry Director: David Senn, Jr.
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His “becoming all things to all men” was in matters that don’t count. For Paul everything is
subordinated to the word of God. However, this does not mean he cannot adapt non-salvational issues to
the present situation. Paul would never modify the Gospel for his life reveals that the Gospel is changeless.
Yet this same Gospel enables him to be free to change his stance on non-salvational issues, as seen in the
context of 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. This message is especially needed among those who would equate certain
nonethical behavioral items with the Gospel itself.

~ Tom Seals

Those to keep in your Prayers:

e OPAL WHITTLE SUFFERING
FROM BACK AND LEG PAIN DUE
TO BULGING DISC

CARDS & CALLS APPRECIATED AT:

634 WADE CIRCLE
GOODLETTSVILLE, TN 37072
PHONE: 859-2378

e BARNEY WOODARD CANCER

o DEAN SINCLAIR (Margi Hargrove's
brother) DEPLOYED IN IRAQ

e« RUTH WITT (Barbara Seals’ Mother)

o LINDA WHITE (Nancy Burke’s sister-in-
law) ON DIALYSIS 3 TIMES A WEEK

e ELLEN NICHOLS SUFFERING
FROM FIBROMYALGIA AND
NUMBNESS IN LEG

e EVELYNALLEN

e DOT DISHON (Barbara Brake's aunt)
DIAGNOSED WITH LEUKEMIA

CARDS APPRECIATED AT.

MRS. DOROTHY DISHON
P.O. Box 32
SHAWNEE, OH 43782-0032

¢« ADAM MCKINZIE RECOVERING
FROM ORAL SURGERY

e CHUCK & JERRIE JOHNSON
(Parents of Matt Johnson)
RECOVERING AT HOME

o CHARLES MARTIN (Karen’s husband)
SUFFERING FROM POSSIBLE
ULCER

e CARL SEALS (Tom & Charlie Seals’
brother) HAVING LIVER PROBLEMS

e NANCY BURKE
CARDS APPRECIATED AT:

NHC HEALTHCARE

993 E. COLLEGE ST, ROOM 226
PuLAsSKI, TN 38478

(615) 516-3699

e SARA THOMAS (Barbara Brake's
granddaughter) BENIGN TUMOR AND
OTHER COMPLICATIONS

e EMILY KUYKENDALL (daughter of
Louie and Flo Kuykendall) INJURED IN
CAR WRECK

e BETTY LANE (grandmother of Houston
Lane) BACK IN ST. THOMAS
HOSPITAL WITH ADVANCED
CANCER

e BECKY DOWNS IN
HENDERSONVILLE HOSPITAL
WITH ANEMIA (RM. 343)

CALLS APPRECIATED AT. 338-2343

e« SONNY McKIissicK (father of Eric
McKissick) IS ILL

e SYMPATHIES TO HEATHER MARX
FAMILY AFTER THE DEATH OF
HER MOTHER, JAN SULLIVAN
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Note from Tom... Page 3

| wish to take this opportunity to express my family’s great appreciation for your recent generosity in making
a financial gift to the Ida Mae Seals/Tom Seals, Jr. Scholarship Fund in memory of my son, Tom, Jr. In addition, we
were so impressed and comforted by your presence at the funeral services. Thank you for being so generous with

your time.

The Lipscomb community, friends of the family, and friends of Tom, Jr. have been such an encouraging and
supportive force in our lives. Then too, as we have learned to expect over the years from our wonderful family at
Echo Hills, you continue to amaze us with your great generosity and love. We are at a loss to express properly our
deep gratitude for your presence in this trying period and solicit your continued prayers.

Thanks you again and we wish you the blessings of the Lord:
The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD

Sincerely Yours,

~ Tom Seals

turn his face toward you and give you peace. -Numbers 6:24-26

Serving on the Lord’s Table this month...
Feb 7: Matt Johnson
Feb 14: Brandon Montgomery

Announcements...Chris Adam

*If you are unable to serve, please contact Chris Adams at 496-6639 or cwadams01@comcast.net*

Feb 21: Brandon Post
Feb 28: Chris Post

Got News?

Don't forget to stay this afternoon for our rescheduled, rescheduled 5th
Sunday/Valentine’s Day dinner! We will be eating immediately following
this morning’s services with some special entertainment after the meal.
Please come prepared to share some food and fellowship!

Don'’t forget...it's after Valentine’s Day and that means there still might
be lots of leftover Candy! If you can help by purchasing some of the
price-marked-down Valentine candy this week for the REACH kids’
goody bags, we would appreciate it. Individually wrapped candies only
and thanks, as always, for your help!

Matthew Johnson has been working to update the church website! If

you have any church updates/events you would like displayed on the

scrolling banner, please let him know. As of now, all the bulletins from

2010 are available for download and he will continue to welcome any

suggestions. Matthew's e-mail is: choruses@bellsouth.net if you need

to contact him and you can always check out the site at:
www.echohillschurch.org
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Bible Study Classes 7 pm

Revealing Efernity And Changind Hearts
www.reachministries.us

February Dates to Remember

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 Basketball
Bowling @ REACH 4pm@
6:30pm Club Donelson
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Basketball
REACH |Bowling@ REACH 12 noon@
Club 6:30pm Club Donelson
14 Happy |15 16 17 18 19 20
Val ent/REACH |Bowling@ REACH
Day! Club 6:30pm Club
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
5th Sunday [ REACH Bowling @ REACH
Dinner Club 6:30pm Club
28

Bulletin Updates: mdholley@gmail.com

Website Updates: choruses@bellsouth.net

Mid-week/Urgent Updates— Barbara Brake & Gloria Judge: (615) 822-7547 or Judy Van Dyke: judyvd@comcast.net




